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College does not prepare you for the real world in the way you would expect. The unlimited number of
homework problems you have due and vocab words you have to memorize make you question how much of
this is actually going to apply when you get a real job. Weeks go by and you forget half of the things you
discussed in class until it’s time to take the final and you have to learn it all over again. I will say, the things
that stick with you are the important things. For example, how in your freshman year you begin to attend all
of these Student Accounting Association meetings and career fairs and you’re thinking: “How does any of this
even apply to me?”
Then you learn about all of these real world jobs, what it takes to get there, and how you shouldn’t limit
yourself just because of where you’re from or what school you go to. You’ll begin to realize that all of these
firms are out there looking for you. You just need to find one that is the best fit for you, and that’s why I chose
Schneider Downs.
It is not until you get out into a real job that those words you learn in college start making sense. You get
thrown into scenarios where it is actually important to understand the concept of materiality and the
financial statement assertions. All of this started making sense to me when I started my internship, and I had
to drive out to my first client location in the week that I first started. The opportunities I have been given, and
continue to be given, reassure me that I made the right choice on where to spend my summer. Everyone that
I work with is understanding of where I am at in this point of my life, and encouraging to me in all the work
that I do and about what I can achieve.
This internship has given me the opportunity to move from my small town to the city for the first time in my
life. It still feels great to be walking around downtown Pittsburgh and to look up at the One PPG building and
think, “Wow, I actually work there.” Because of my internship experience, I am proud of what I have
accomplished so far in college. But, after working in a real firm, I realized there is a lot more in my
professional career I have yet to accomplish. Working as an intern at Schneider Downs has given me a more
clear understanding of this, and has shown me what I have to look forward to following graduation.
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You’ve heard our thoughts… We’d like to hear yours
The Schneider Downs Our Thoughts On blog exists to create a dialogue on issues that are important to organizations and
individuals. While we enjoy sharing our ideas and insights, we’re especially interested in what you may have to say. If you
have a question or a comment about this article – or any article from the Our Thoughts On blog – we hope you’ll share it
with us. After all, a dialogue is an exchange of ideas, and we’d like to hear from you. Email us at
contactSD@schneiderdowns.com.
Material discussed is meant for informational purposes only, and it is not to be construed as investment, tax, or legal advice.
Please note that individual situations can vary. Therefore, this information should be relied upon when coordinated with
individual professional advice.
© 2019 Schneider Downs. All rights-reserved. All content on this site is property of Schneider Downs unless otherwise noted
and should not be used without written permission.

OUR THOUGHTS ON
INTERNSHIP, SCHNEIDER DOWNS BY ZACH CICCHINI

DATA ANALYTICS

7.29.2019

7.24.2019

A Perfect Fit

Accounting from a Different Pe

READ MORE >

READ MORE >





Register to receive our weekly newsletter with our most recent columns
and insights.
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The Stages of Wealth
401(K) PLANS, WEALTH MANAGEMENT
BY ALISSA SHAWL | 8.15.2019

Although everyone’s situation is different, most people will go through various stages of wealth
development throughout their lifetime. Over the ...
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Tax Treatment of Deferred Revenue in a Taxable Stock Acquisition
MERGERS AND ACQUISITIONS, TAX
BY GARY SLIMAN | 6.1.2016

The general rule under Internal Revenue Code §451 is that an item of income shall be included in gross
income for the taxable year or receipt unless ...
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Have a question? Ask us!
We’d love to hear from you. Drop us a note, and we’ll respond to you as quickly as
possible.

ASK US

CONTACT US

PITTSBURGH
One PPG Place, Suite 1700
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
contactsd@schneiderdowns.com
p:412.261.3644 f:412.261.4876

COLUMBUS
65 East State Street, Suite 2000
Columbus, OH 43215
contactsd@schneiderdowns.com
p:614.621.4060 f:614.621.4062

WASHINGTON, D.C.
1660 International Drive, Suite 600
McLean, VA 22102
contactsd@schneiderdowns.com
p:571.380.9003
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Schneider Downs is a Top 60 independent Certified Public Accounting (CPA) firm providing accounting, tax,
audit and business advisory services to public and private companies, not-for-profit organizations and global
companies. We also offer Internal Audit; Technology Consulting; Software Solutions; Personal Financial
Services; Retirement Plan Solutions and Corporate Finance Services. Schneider Downs is the 13th largest
accounting firm in the Mid-Atlantic region and serves individuals and companies in Pennsylvania (PA), Ohio
(OH), West Virginia (WV), New York (NY), Maryland (MD), and additional states in the United States with offices
in Pittsburgh, PA and Columbus, OH.
© 2019 Schneider Downs & Co., Inc. Maryland license number 35239

