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PA Introduces New Bills To Protect Landowners
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BY EDWARD FRIEL

In January, State Senator Gene Yaw (R) has reintroduced Senate Bill 147 and Senate
Bill 148, which were then both approved unanimously by the PA Senate Environmental
Resources and Energy Committee.  Previously, these bills did not pass through the
state House of Representatives last session.

SB 147 provides a number of changes to the rights of landowners specifically,
allowing the landowners (lessor) the ability to audit or review the documentation of
the lessee to validate the payment made.  Additionally, the bill would require the
royalty payments to be made within 90 days of production.  Also, the bill includes
provisions that would require the landowners to be annually notified of any joint
ventures that separately pay their share of the royalty.

SB 148 provides protection for a lessor that reports a potential violation and is
known as the Natural Gas Lease Anti-Retaliation Act.  The bill states that a lessee
may not retaliate by ceasing development or production against a lessor that is
acting in good faith.

Both bills are attempting to protect landowners and provide transparency within the
process.

You’ve heard our thoughts… We’d like to hear yours

The Schneider Downs Our Thoughts On blog exists to create a dialogue on issues that are
important to organizations and individuals. While we enjoy sharing our ideas and insights, we’re
especially interested in what you may have to say. If you have a question or a comment about
this article – or any article from the Our Thoughts On blog – we hope you’ll share it with us.
After all, a dialogue is an exchange of ideas, and we’d like to hear from you. Email us at
contactSD@schneiderdowns.com.

Material discussed is meant for informational purposes only, and it is not to be construed as
investment, tax, or legal advice. Please note that individual situations can vary. Therefore,
this information should be relied upon when coordinated with individual professional advice.
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