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From Smeal to Schneider Downs
INTERNSHIP 
BY SCHNEIDER DOWNS PROFESSIONAL

My Auditing Experience at Schneider Downs
Where I was going to go to college was an easy decision for me. I grew up in a Penn
State household, so Penn State was in my blood. From the first time my parents took
my brother and me to a Penn State football game, my heart was set on going to Penn
State. What company I wanted to intern for this summer, on the other hand, was not
as easy of a decision.

When I got back to school to start my junior year, I was faced with reality. I knew
I needed to get an internship, but I didn’t know where I wanted to intern or how to
even apply for an internship. Luckily, Penn State has a great career services
department and online resources, which made the application process very easy. I
applied to different internships and got so excited once I started getting interview
requests. The interview process was nerve-wracking. My parents gave me great advice
and told me to make sure I liked the company before I accepted any kind of offer.
How was I supposed to know if I liked the company after only a 30-minute interview?
After my interview with Schneider Downs, I knew exactly what my parents were talking
about. My interview with Schneider Downs wasn’t the typical behavioral-based
questioning I was used to. It was an everyday conversation, where the interviewers
got to know me, and I got to know about them and the company. When I left the
interview, I knew that was the kind of company I wanted to work for, and prayed that
I would get a call to come back for a second-round interview.

Now, after working with Schneider Downs this summer, I am so grateful that I was
able to have this amazing opportunity. This experience was everything I thought it
would be and more. I learned so much more these past few weeks than I did sitting in
an accounting class for an entire semester. I got great hands-on experience and got
to go to a different client every week. I was also never given the same assignment
to do, which I really liked as well. Each week I worked with a new team of employees
of all different skill levels. Everyone I worked with was so nice and willing to
help me with whatever I needed. I never had any experience with auditing prior to
this internship and was able to get through it with the help of all of the Schneider
Downs employees whom I’ve worked with this summer. I have learned so much this
summer and am eager to take what I have learned and carry it forward with me
throughout my accounting career, and I have Schneider Downs to thanks for that!

Read more about internships at Schneider Downs on our blog

https://www.schneiderdowns.com/
https://www.schneiderdowns.com/our-thoughts-on/category/internship
https://www.schneiderdowns.com/our-thoughts-on/author/611
https://www.schneiderdowns.com/our-thoughts-on?view=category&C=Internship


You’ve heard our thoughts… We’d like to hear yours

The Schneider Downs Our Thoughts On blog exists to create a dialogue on issues that are
important to organizations and individuals. While we enjoy sharing our ideas and insights, we’re
especially interested in what you may have to say. If you have a question or a comment about
this article – or any article from the Our Thoughts On blog – we hope you’ll share it with us.
After all, a dialogue is an exchange of ideas, and we’d like to hear from you. Email us at
contactSD@schneiderdowns.com.

Material discussed is meant for informational purposes only, and it is not to be construed as
investment, tax, or legal advice. Please note that individual situations can vary. Therefore,
this information should be relied upon when coordinated with individual professional advice.
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