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On November 12, I attended a reception in Detroit sponsored by the German American
Chamber of Commerce of Midwest Michigan. The Key Note speaker was Mchigan Governor
Rick Snyder, who commented on Michigan’s (and specifically, Detroit’s) resurgence as
a leader in advanced manufacturing and technology.  Much like Pittsburgh, Detroit
has been reinventing itself beyond its traditional roots.  The Governor explained
how the state is addressing worker skill gaps by instituting apprenticeship and
education and STEM programs.  Working with German-American businesses as well as
other groups, the auto industry has transformed itself into a dynamic, profitable
and innovative leader.

If you’re wondering, Pittsburgh has several prominent German-owned companies in its
portfolio, but there are also many Japanese, UK and Canadian-owned ones, along with
Italian, Taiwanese, Dutch, among others. And while there are many Japanese-owned
companies in the Columbus area, there are many other countries represented,
including Italy. Columbus’s 20/20 initiative is focused on bringing foreign
investment to the region.  These businesses prove that the U.S. is still a melting
pot.

Contact us for more information on how Schneider Downs can assist your international
needs and visit our SD Global Services page to learn more about the services we
offer.

You’ve heard our thoughts… We’d like to hear yours

The Schneider Downs Our Thoughts On blog exists to create a dialogue on issues that are
important to organizations and individuals. While we enjoy sharing our ideas and insights, we’re
especially interested in what you may have to say. If you have a question or a comment about
this article – or any article from the Our Thoughts On blog – we hope you’ll share it with us.
After all, a dialogue is an exchange of ideas, and we’d like to hear from you. Email us at
contactSD@schneiderdowns.com.
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investment, tax, or legal advice. Please note that individual situations can vary. Therefore,
this information should be relied upon when coordinated with individual professional advice.
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