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Supreme Court Puts Clean Power Plan On Hold
ENERGY & RESOURCES 
BY EDWARD FRIEL

On Tuesday, February 9, the Supreme Court ruled 5-4 to put on hold or stay the
implementation of the Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean Power Plan until
certain legal challenges are resolved.  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
will be unable to move forward on implementation plans until the matter is resolved.

The Clean Power Plan was the jewel of President Obama’s environmental agenda and was
established in August 2015 with the plan’s goal to reduce carbon dioxide emissions
by 32% from 2005 levels by 2030. 

Opponents of the plan are challenging the legal authority of the plan and believe
that the ruling is the first step in rejecting the plan.  Utilities and coal miners
are especially happy with the high court’s ruling.

Proponents of the plan believe that the ruling represents merely a slight delay and
that it will ultimately move forward.  Environmental groups believe that this delay
is hurting the fight against climate change.

The timing of this decision might make this more of a political issue.  It’s likely
the issue might not be resolved before the presidential election, and both the
democrats and republicans may use this topic as part of their campaign strategy.  I
would anticipate hearing more about the plan and climate change in the news and on
the campaign trail in the months to come.

Read similar articles on our Energy & Resources blog and learn about the services
that we offer the industry.

You’ve heard our thoughts… We’d like to hear yours

The Schneider Downs Our Thoughts On blog exists to create a dialogue on issues that are
important to organizations and individuals. While we enjoy sharing our ideas and insights, we’re
especially interested in what you may have to say. If you have a question or a comment about
this article – or any article from the Our Thoughts On blog – we hope you’ll share it with us.
After all, a dialogue is an exchange of ideas, and we’d like to hear from you. Email us at
contactSD@schneiderdowns.com.

Material discussed is meant for informational purposes only, and it is not to be construed as
investment, tax, or legal advice. Please note that individual situations can vary. Therefore,
this information should be relied upon when coordinated with individual professional advice.
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