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BY ELENA FAURIE

Previously, the IRS made only image files of Forms 990 available for the public.  An
interested party could request forms from the IRS in electronic or paper format.

In June, the IRS began to publish all of the electronically filed Forms 990 online
in a machine-readable format using “Amazon Web Services.”  The public can access the
data that is stored in Amazon’s public cloud for free.  All of the information is
stored in XML language and is readable only by programs designed to do so.  Users
will be able to sort the data in any manner.   All of the personal information
identifying donors is removed from the datasets before being published in the
cloud. 

It was a big step for the IRS to finally make the information it already had
available to the public.  Only after a federal court ordered the IRS to disclose
Form 990 data to the public in 2015 did the agency finally move forward with
releasing the data.  However, the information will not be that useful for most
people, since it’s in a machine-readable format.  Websites like Guidestar and
CharityNavigator will continue to be primary sources for the public to quickly and
conveniently retrieve needed information about a nonprofit organization.  The IRS
still has an option for the public to order Forms 990 on its website on DVD or in
paper.  

Please contact a member of your Schneider Downs team if you have further questions
regarding the topic and and visit the Our Thoughts On blog for more articles pertaining to the not-for-

profit industry.    

 

You’ve heard our thoughts… We’d like to hear yours

The Schneider Downs Our Thoughts On blog exists to create a dialogue on issues that are
important to organizations and individuals. While we enjoy sharing our ideas and insights, we’re
especially interested in what you may have to say. If you have a question or a comment about
this article – or any article from the Our Thoughts On blog – we hope you’ll share it with us.
After all, a dialogue is an exchange of ideas, and we’d like to hear from you. Email us at
contactSD@schneiderdowns.com.

Material discussed is meant for informational purposes only, and it is not to be construed as
investment, tax, or legal advice. Please note that individual situations can vary. Therefore,
this information should be relied upon when coordinated with individual professional advice.
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