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IRS Naughty List: New Look-Up Chart to Track Tax
Practitioner Disciplinary Actions
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The IRS’s Office of Professional Responsibility (OPR), which is in charge of
enforcing the standards and procedures of tax practice, has revamped its approach in
regard to publishing information on disciplined tax practitioners. It is now easier
than ever to check to see if a tax practitioner is on the IRS’s naughty list through
an IRS link to a searchable Microsoft Excel Spreadsheet called a Look-Up Chart.  

Treasury Department Circular No. 230 (Circular 230)
Treasury Department Circular No. 230 (Circular 230) sets out the standards and
procedures that every tax practitioner must follow when representing clients before
the IRS. Tax practitioners who engage in misconduct that violates a Circular 230
rule receive much more than a lump of coal and are subject to disciplinary actions
such as a censure, suspension, or disbarment from practice.

Circular 230 requires the OPR to publish announcements of disciplinary actions from
the last 25 years in the Internal Revenue Bulletin (IRB). Previously, the only way
to research a tax practitioner’s disciplinary record was to review each edition of
the IRB, which could be time-consuming and cumbersome. The addition of the Look-Up
Chart makes it easier to pinpoint particular information such as a full name, city,
state, practitioner designation, disciplinary action type, and/or effective date.

Going forward, the OPR will continue to publish disciplinary action announcements in
the IRB, but will also update the Look-Up Chart to reflect new information. Once a
disciplinary action is over 25 years old, the OPR will remove its entry from the
Look-Up Chart. This addition to the website provides taxpayers with moreprotection
 from the Scrooges and Grinchs of the world.

The OPR’s Look-Up Chart can be found here: https://www.irs.gov/tax-
professionals/enrolled-agents/search-for-disciplined-tax-professionals.

Please contact us with questions and visit the Our Thoughts On blog for more tax
related articles.

 

You’ve heard our thoughts… We’d like to hear yours

The Schneider Downs Our Thoughts On blog exists to create a dialogue on issues that are
important to organizations and individuals. While we enjoy sharing our ideas and insights, we’re
especially interested in what you may have to say. If you have a question or a comment about
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this article – or any article from the Our Thoughts On blog – we hope you’ll share it with us.
After all, a dialogue is an exchange of ideas, and we’d like to hear from you. Email us at
contactSD@schneiderdowns.com.

Material discussed is meant for informational purposes only, and it is not to be construed as
investment, tax, or legal advice. Please note that individual situations can vary. Therefore,
this information should be relied upon when coordinated with individual professional advice.
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