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In June 2016, the City of Columbus beat out 77 other cities in the U.S. Department
of Transportation’s Smart City Challenge. As a result, the city was awarded $50
million in federal grants in order to develop “smart” transportation systems.  The
$50 million will supplement $90 million that was previously raised from private
partners to carry out its plan. The smart transportation systems include self-
driving cars, increased access to electric vehicle charging stations, and cars that
communicate with traffic signals. A specific idea proposed by the city includes
three electric self-driving shuttles that would link a new bus rapid transit center
to a retail district, ultimately connecting residents to jobs.

One main goal of Smart Columbus is to connect Columbus residents to safe, reliable
transportation that can be accessed by everyone, including low-income neighborhoods.
A transit pass payment system could be used for multiple forms of transportation and
help those who don’t have credit cards or bank accounts.

Improved health care access is another goal of Columbus’ plan; specifically in one
Columbus neighborhood that has an infant mortality rate four times the national
average. The smart transportation options would help connect new and expectant
mothers to health care services.

In addition to the better transportation, Smart Columbus plans to address the
climate change by implementing a low-emissions system. Vulcan Inc., one of the grant
funders, noted that the transformation of transportation systems in Columbus will
help put the community on a more sustainable path.

For more information, visit the City of Columbus website or contact Schneider Downs.

You’ve heard our thoughts… We’d like to hear yours

The Schneider Downs Our Thoughts On blog exists to create a dialogue on issues that are
important to organizations and individuals. While we enjoy sharing our ideas and insights, we’re
especially interested in what you may have to say. If you have a question or a comment about
this article – or any article from the Our Thoughts On blog – we hope you’ll share it with us.
After all, a dialogue is an exchange of ideas, and we’d like to hear from you. Email us at
contactSD@schneiderdowns.com.

Material discussed is meant for informational purposes only, and it is not to be construed as
investment, tax, or legal advice. Please note that individual situations can vary. Therefore,
this information should be relied upon when coordinated with individual professional advice.
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