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BY CHAD KORT

It all started back at the Robert Morris career fair – I approached the Schneider
Downs recruiter and mentioned that I have an interest in tax accounting. The
recruiter informed me that the deadline to apply was the same day.  With this in
mind, I returned to my apartment and immediately applied for the position online.
Fortunately, I received an invitation for an initial interview on campus. This, in
turn, led to a second interview at the Schneider Downs office in Pittsburgh.

During my second interview, I met with a shareholder and senior manager. I then
received an office tour and had lunch with two staff members, an experience where I
was able to talk about the firm and their work experiences.  A few days later I
received a call and accepted the busy season internship. I was also offered the
opportunity to participate in a summer tax internship.

My internship experiences provided me with insight into the real world of public
accounting. At school, I learned about tax theory with individuals and business
entities. During the internship, though, I was able to apply that knowledge to a
real tax return.  I quickly realized I would be exposed to areas of tax not covered
in my two introductory tax courses at Robert Morris University. For not only did I
have to obtain an understanding of the tax software necessary to prepare returns,
but I also had to complete returns with which I was unfamiliar with and conduct
research on specific areas of tax. 

Everyone at Schneider Downs has been very friendly and welcoming. In fact, I was
invited to the firm’s Christmas party two months before I had my first day of busy
season.  There are lots of questions to ask and many friendly people willing to
provide answers.

Overall, I enjoyed working with the tax department and discovering the differences
between a spring and summer internship.  Regardless, both taught me important
lessons.  As a senior manager who often interacted with the interns during the
spring internship would say, “Today is the most important day of busy season” – the
reason being:  any work not completed today becomes postponed until tomorrow. I have
found this saying not only to be true at work, but at school and life in general. 
Interning has set a foundation for a career in public accounting. I look forward to
the challenges, opportunities, and rewards that come with this career path. 

Contact us for information regarding Schneider Downs internship opportunities

Visit the Our Thoughts On blog to learn more about Schneider Downs intern
experiences

https://www.schneiderdowns.com/
https://www.schneiderdowns.com/our-thoughts-on/category/internship
https://www.schneiderdowns.com/our-thoughts-on/author/492
mailto:contactsd@schneiderdowns.com
https://www.schneiderdowns.com/our-thoughts-on?view=category&C=Internship


You’ve heard our thoughts… We’d like to hear yours

The Schneider Downs Our Thoughts On blog exists to create a dialogue on issues that are
important to organizations and individuals. While we enjoy sharing our ideas and insights, we’re
especially interested in what you may have to say. If you have a question or a comment about
this article – or any article from the Our Thoughts On blog – we hope you’ll share it with us.
After all, a dialogue is an exchange of ideas, and we’d like to hear from you. Email us at
contactSD@schneiderdowns.com.

Material discussed is meant for informational purposes only, and it is not to be construed as
investment, tax, or legal advice. Please note that individual situations can vary. Therefore,
this information should be relied upon when coordinated with individual professional advice.
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